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OUR LADY OF The PRESENTATION

She trod the Temple steps,
A child of tender years,
To give to God on high,
Her hopes, her joys, her tears.

And angels hovering there
Bore up to Heavends throne,
An offering brighter far
Than gold or precious stone.

O Lady, to whose star
We look unceasingly;
Give us to share thy faith,

Thy love, thy purity.

Br. Cormac O®Carroll, F.P. M.

This BOOKRLeT is DeDICATED TO The MEMORY OF ALL The
DECEASED PRESENTATION BROTHERS WHO SERVED
FAITHEULLY iN The CANADIAN PROVINCE IN THE SPIRIT OF
BLesseD €OMUND RICE.
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INTROOUCTION

In the great Canadian noy€ifth BusinessRobertson Davies describes the life

of Dunstan Ramsey, a soldier and teacivéo plays an integral role in shaping

the lives of others without himself seeking glory or dtten The more research |
conducted on the Presentation Brothers in Canada over the pasy,catimore

I have become convinced that theirs is a similarly extraordinaryatbry i f i f t h
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',} busi nes s dnthe dewvalopneent efithe Church and Cathalioation.In
’4/O & co-operatiorwith clergy, school boards, the laity, other religious orders, and
“an cev’ students, they have alwalgdbouredquietly, diligently, and humbly to form
AChrist in the youngo. Theyforthepast shown (

hundred yess, and we rightly celebrate that achievemehts is not a new revelation for maf, course,
as my time abotha studentind colleague ahe Brothers anchy personal experiences in meeting so
many around the world have always borne out.

Like so manycitizens of this country, the earliest Brothers were immigrants, mostly from Ireland. They
came to a strange land for one reasdimeir faith. They established schools to educate young people in
their faith and to be model citizerendfully involved thenselves the lives of their communitie¥hey
showed us, and still show us, tig@tality teaching is truly a vocation and not just a jabworkingfor

social justice and with the poor and marginalizbeé spirit of Blessed Edmund Rice shines throligis
work continuegoday The only differenceowis thefewernumber of Brothersour world and our

Church is impoverished for it.

In writing a history and putting together reflections and stories from Brothevepid@rs, Associates,

and past pupild am conscious that many institutions and people mentioned herein are given short shrift,

or omitted altogether. The fault is mine alone. Each school ran by the Brothers deserves its own detailed
history, each Brother his own biographsach mission itewn elaborate coverage. Much of what you will

read in this booklet comes from the ready avdilaby of mat er i al already preser
Archives in Mount St. Joseph in Cork, and from the personal memorsesnef othose Brothers still

living who have wrked in Canada.

Michael Feeheley Da Costa
Editor

ThANRS

Special thanks to the following whose assistance made the publication of this booklet possible:
Brother Donatus Brazil F.P.M., Archividrother Francis Schafer F.P.M, Provincial; Brother Ivanba F.P.M.,
Bursar; the Administration and Staff of Brebeuf College School; Brother Denis Claivaz F.P.M.;
Brother Martin Kenneally F.P.M. (Superi@eneral);Brother Bernard Gazire F.P.M.;
Brother Henry Spencer FP.MA;ndr ew O® Co n n e | IDjrect@;oQ@aros Reretaa TCDIBrPaENting
Services; Brother Bernard Murphy F.P.Brother Mark Fitzpatrick F.P.MJohn GarufiandKevin Doyle

CENTENARY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Brother Robert Fanovich F.P.M. (€2hair); Rosemary Lavery; Michael Doyle;
Brother Henry Spencer F.P.M.; Michael Da Costa-(Zair)



FRIME MINISTER . FPREM ER MINISTRE

It 15 with great pleasure that I offer my warmest greefings and
congratulations fo the Presendation Brothers, as you mark the cerdenmial of your
congregation s work it Canada.

This spectal milestone offers a wonderful chance to reflect upon
your vocation as Christian missionaries. At the heart of the call to religious life s
a desire to give of oneself fo others. As chaplains and educators working in schools
across Canada, you have played an ouportant role t the academic and spiritual
development of young people, and promoted values and religions fraditions that
are fundmnenial fo the Catholic faith.

I'would like to commend you for helpmg fo prepare students for
the respomsibilities of adulthood and for responding to the needs of the
disadvaniaged with generosiiy and compassion. Your example of leadership is an
nspiration to other Catholic men of character and conoiction. May your faith
continue to offer you strength, mspiration and gutdance in the fifure.

Flease accept my best wishes for a most memorable celebration.

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C, M.P.

OTTAWA
2010
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I am honoured to be invited to write this introdition to the Centenary Souvenir Booklet
commemorating the ministry of the Presentation Brothers in Canada.

We give thanks to God for the gospel withess and the good achieved by so many Brothers during the last
hundred years. The mission of the Brothersuld not have been possible without the active support

and collaboration of so many lay men and wongeteachers, parents and friends. We wish to honour
them also in this celebration.

We express sorrow for our human failures or for the good we failetbtn responding to the call of the
Spirit.

Above all, this centenary celebration challenges us as a Catholic Christian people to look with hope to
the future. The arrival of the Presentation Brothers in Canada in 1910 was a prophetic response to an
urgent need. What prophetic response is called for todawduld like to highlight two areas:

1) Our planet is in peril. The environmental crisithsethical and religious challenge of our age.
Within the context of our charism, how can we respond?

2) How canwe present the person and message of Christ to young people today, in a way that
captures their imagination and challenges their generosity? This calls for a new creativity on our
part.

The Presentation spirit continues today through the Brot@&smmunity in Toronto¢ Br. Ivan, Br.

Philip, and Br. Henry who continues to minister in Brebeuf. The Presentation spirit is indeed alive and
vibrant in the school community of Brebeuf College. Canadian Brothers working outside of Canada
include Br. Denis Claiz in advocacy ministry with Edmund Rice International at the U.N. in Geneva and

Br. Kevin Mascarenhas in Waterford, Ireland. Br. Kevin runs an Immigrant Support Centre for the large
AYYAINI YO LRz FGA2Yy Ay 9 RYdzy Rows As@P@sentadiah Brotkeh (1 & @
¢tKSaS INB SEFYLXS&a 2F | ySs LINRPLKSGAO NBaLkryasS |
invite young men in Canada and especially students of Brebeuf to consider the wonderful challenge of
being a Brotheramad D2 RQ& LJS2L)X S (2RI & o Ly al NOK HammX |
GKS . NRGKSNEQ YAaaAizy Ay Db2NIKSNYy DKFEyYyIlF & LI NI
country. You can be assured of a warm welcome from the Presentation Bra@hdrghe Ghanaian

people. lhopeitwilbealf@® Kl yIAy 3 SELISNASYOS F2N) é2dzz KSt LAY3

Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Anthony Azzopardi, Principal, and the staff of Brebeuf College who have
led the way in facilitating andupporting this Centenary Celebration. Our special thanks are also due to
Mr. Michael Da Costa and the members of the Centenary Celebration Committee. This souvenir booklet
and all the events associated with the Centenary are due to their vision, comntiame dedication.

May Our Lady of the Presentation guide you all and may Blessed Edmund Rice continue to inspire you in
the years ahead.

% 7%@ Konieally

Br. Martin Kenneally F.P.M., Congregation Leader
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Dear Brothers and Friends in Canada,

The Presentation Brothers transferred the responsibility for their eight schools in Ireland to the
above named company in 2009. This is an all lay company with volunteer directors. Our main
aim is to ensure the provision of education in the Presentation Ethos for the students of our
schools. We believe our link to the Brothers and the Presentation Family to be of paramount
importance. It is, therefore, with great joy and pride that we have learned of the centenary of the
arrival of the Presentation Brothers in Canada.

The Directors of the Presentation Brothers Schools Trust congratulate you and your committee
on celebrating this wonderful occasion and pray that it will be a time of great blessings for the
Brothers and all members of the Presentation Family in Canada.

I am presently planning the establishment of some
School sd and woul d hope tdoalladthersdhaold with Bhkseotbeuf Col | eg
Brothers. This should ensure some form of common bond between the schools in Ireland,

Ghana, Canada and West Indies.

Wishing you every success with your celebrations.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Scanlan

Paul Scanlan
Chief Executive Officer.

Directors: Jack O6Sullivan (Chairman), Denis Bohane, Tri ot
O6Corcor a
Secretary: Paul Scanlan
Co. Reg. No.: 466013 1 a company limited by guarantee not having a share capital. CHY 18608
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Office of the Director of Education

September 20, 2010

The Presentation Brothers

c/o Brother Henry Spencer F.P.M.
Brebeuf College School

211 Steeles Avenue E.

North York, ON

M2M 3Y6

Dear Friends in Catholic Education:

It is an honour to congratulate you, on behalf of the Toronto Catholic District School Board, on
the occasion of your 100" Anniversary in Canada.

The TCDSB is forever indebted to all of our religious orders for their sacrifices and contributions
to the establishment of publicly-funded Catholic education in Toronto.

The Presentation Brothers are no exception. Since 1984, the Brothers have been dedicated
teachers, administrators, coaches, mentors, chaplains, guidance counsellors and friends of the
TCDSB community.

As role models of Gospel values, we are united by our shared leadership and responsibility for
the education of our students and the goals of our Catholic School Graduate Expectations. I
extend our best wishes for the future.

Sincerely,

N/

Ann Perron
Director of Education

80 Sheppard Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario M2N 6E8 Telephone (416) 222-8282
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(1) Montreal, Quebec (1910)

(2) Sherbrooke, Quebec (1911)

(3) Cornwall, Ontario (1913)

(4) Montebello, Quebed 945)

(5) Prince George, British Columbia (1968)
(6) Toronto, Ontarig1984)
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BLess€D €OMUND RICE &
The PRESENTATION BROTDERS

17627 Edmund Rice is bormto a prosperougarming family in
Callan, County Kilkenny, IrelandPenal laws restrict many rights
for Catholics, including education. Edmund is educated illegally
atapriestunihedge school 0.

17797 Edmund begins an apprenticeship with his uncle, a
wealthy merchant in Waterford. The business will be turned over
to him by the time he is 24nd he becomes a mdiftiillionaire

by todayés standards.

17871 Edmund marries Mary Etitt, who dies from the result of
a horseriding accident. Beforpassingaway, she gives birth to a
handicapped baby gifEdmund begins devoting more of his time
to practising his faith and helping the poor and marginalized.

i ! 1*,_ ¥
2RV

o 18021 After deciding not tentera monasteryhe instea@pers
aschool in a stable for the poor boys of Waterford. Religious men sooto jagsist him. They live and
pray together and support each other. antion of their first permanent schdoMount Sioni begins
a year ater The schoglwhich also feeds and clothes its pugslewly but surely improves tlirdives,
and more schools are opened in surrounding parts of Ireland.

18081 Edmund and eight of his followers take formal vows of poverty, chastity, and obedighee t

bi shop and adopt a Rule similar to the Presentat.
Presentationo, or Presentation Brothers, they bec
Englishspeaking world.

18221 Most Brothers agre to become a pontifical congregation with Edmund Rice as the first Superior
General. They are now known as the Christian Brothers. As Sufgimral, Edmund can now move
Brothers between dioceses wit hoBrdtherdsstiniRiordanéand s e e k
a few of the Cork Brothersiowever,decide to remain under the local bishop as Presentation Brothers.

Thus, Edmund Rice is regarded as the Founder of@arigregations.

18387 Edmund resigns as Super@eneral of the Christian Bitwérs.

18447 Edmund Rice dies in Waterford.

18761 The first Presentation school outside of Ireland opens in England.

18891 The Presentation Brothers decide to becomendifical congregation under a SuperGeneral.
Their headquarters and novitiageat Mount St. Joseph in Cork.

19107 The Presentation Brothers arrive in Montreal and immediately open schools to educate English
speaking Catholic&zrom here, their story in Canadafolds



The seecD THAT GREW:
A SDORT hISTORY OF Th€ PRESENTATION
BROTDHERS IN CANADA

By Michael Feeheley Da Costa

He called to me and sai d, fAnorthbdreught myhspgiritto re s
onthelandoftheor t h. 0 (Zechariah 6: 8)

It might be said that one hundred
years is not a long period tme

in the Catholic Church, whose
inception dates back 2000 years.
Yet for those of us in a country
like Canadawhose European
history is just four hundred years
old, a centenary ian amazing
milestone And in the lifetime of
the Congregation of the
Presentation Brotheyshe work in
Canada has been an important
mission for almost halff its

, , Y history.Since 1910Presentation
The pioneer Presentation Brothers (with high collars) pictured wit Brothershave given dedicated,
o] | KNRAOGALY . NBUKSNE Inyolqehdueh® KB hymble, and exemplary service to
rag Montreal Catholic education and to the

Churchiif r o m s e heavinglreland laebind, or responding to the call of their native
church, Brothertave workedo fiform Christ in the youngfrom Montreal to Montebello,
Toronto toPrinceGeorge. They have been teachers and chaplains, coaches and sacristans,
friends and mentorgursars and principals. It seems impossible to summarize properly a
centenary of service and give due recognition to the many men whose tireless efforts succeeded
in changing the lives in young people. In tracing their history in Canada to the prese¢heday,
charism and spirit of Edmund Rice shines through.

goi




12

Any reading of the history of the Presentation Brothers shioatSuperior Generalandtheir
councibk, or t he theRwralediweremressastly bombarded with requeststéaching
Brothe's from various bishops in Ireland and theffang corners of the world. Two English

speaking Montrealers from Quebec, Canadaa non Wi |l |l i am OO0 Meara and

Gallery-- had such hopes in mind in early 1940d
what better place to look thareland?t was

important to secure good Englispeaking teachers in
Montreal at the timesinceanglophonestudents who

i went to French schools could rarely compete for jobs
# with their francophone confrerepon graduation

Nor were the Frenehpeaking tedeers in English

. —— : . Ay Pagl schools adept enough to impart a first class education
‘ 1 ) ', : in their second language. ReligioBsothers and
ok il i b Sisters with their vows of poverty, also kept the costs

Mount St. Joseph, Cork, the Generalate |~ to a minimum for school commissions.
(headquaters) of the Presentation Brothers|

How did these Canadianknow to approeh the
Presentation Brothers, which even at the time was a smalP@&dere Brotherbave

conjecturd thatuponarriving by steamein Liverpool and theron toDun LaoghairgCo.

Dublin), a kind stranger must have directed them to nearby Glasthule, theeéBeothers had a
school and residencelhenceforththeywere sent to Cork tmeet with Brother Aloysius

Rahilly and theRegime at Mount St. Joseph, gmésented he Aur gent r equest
speaki ng peodTheGeodral agreed torstBrathers Ignatius Connolland

Stanislaus Kenneally to visit Montreal later that year and ascertain whethshthegsend
Brothersand to negotiate any terms with the progleurchandschool commissioauthorities

Stepping off the boat in Mdrealin 191Q in some ways the
: Before e i Brothers must have felt like they were still in Ireland, for the parish
mostly peopled witlanglophon&uebeckers of Irish stock.
Canada, like Ireland, was stélpart of the British Empire and
shared similar political and cultural institutions. Like Cork,
Montrealwas a devoutly Catholic city, with churches and convents
literally on every street corner. Hospitals and schools were almost
entirely churchrun, andbaptsmal certificates were the only birth
certificates!Families were large with numerous children. Much o
the other hand must have seemed straigatreal was then
Can a d a 0 and fickestiyevatit a majority Frencispeaking
population descenddtbm the days when Quebec was a French

! From an untitled anonymous history of the Canadian Province in the Mount St. Joseph Archives, henceforth
calledHistory2 K2 S@SNJ ¢ NRPGS Al KIR Iy AyldAYFGS (y26ftSR3IAS 27
and effort putting it bgether. It forms the basis for much of this article. p.1.

%Irish Presentation Brothers (pamphlet), Canadian Province, c. 1916, p. 5.

o

of St. Gabrields, where twagy were

0K !



colony.Adding to the strangenessy doubt was hearingboutsubzero winters and hot, sticky
summers, andegingimmigrants from many countriegorking hard for new lives in a new
world.

Despite any reservatiorBrothersignatius and Kenneallyere obviously impressed with the

people they met and saw the need for Presentation education in Cantdiiéshop Bruchesi

gave his permission and so the Presentation Brothers would becomet tediishspeaking

orderof Brothers in Montreal.n August, 1910 the first community of Presentation Brothers

travelled from CobhCounty Corkoy steamer, and the ship stopgedroutes n St . Johnos,
Newfoundland. While on that islapa/hich hadstrong links tcE d mu n d \Writaford, they

were hosted by the Christian Brothers, a pillar of Catholic educatiameV¥ént marks an early

and rare connection betwettretwoorderand an auspi cious time for

THE PIONEERST ST. GA BFPARISH
& CANON OO0 MEH®RAIA S

Thefirstipi oneer o
Brothers to be

stationed in Canada

were: Angelus

Keane (Superior),

Charles Ryan,

Cassian Cagney,

| Chryostom

| O6Keef fe, Senar
| O6 Co nn @us Il ren
Ring, Alexis

Moynihan, and
Thaddeus® OdNei l
They were given

charge of th&€€hauveauSchoo] r e na me d (&hdlater rérmrbed afterltheé sutdved

Canon OOMeacat)ed i n dilLaprai@streetiinghietB56 ChRrkes distsidh

I'y2y hQaSk NI NGQK awvSa ARG

The Brothers wasted no time in transferring their Irisk_
success in education to Glian soil, and fortunately e
AThis new foundation was:¢
eyes were on it from its initiatigits efficiency,
discipline, and methods of teaching won golden
opinions from boftTheBpthére s
lived on the third for until a new residence was built.” N

ucces

® History, pp. 2.
* Presentation Brothers in Canada: Edited extracts from the Annals of Mount St. Joseph and tfenGoathce
from Archives, Profiles, Provincial Newsletters and other so(lieesafterPBQ, p. 1. 13



One former Brother recalls:

| taughtinCa n on Oforihe academic years 1949, and 195G1. My first year

was with a Grade Fivelass my second with a Grade 7. It was an exciting time for me as

a teachg learning the trade (or profession), and being introduced to the then formidable

task of preparing the"7graders for provincial examinations. There was also a diocesan

religion examination that thé"graders had to take. The provincial examinati@s
usedasascreeningdeyi f or entrance to High School an
was not taken 1lightly bylnteetwehtiesaSetondaryst af f
classwas addedbut he Montreal Catholic School Commissieliminated ths facility

when the English section of the MCSC startedxplode in the early fifties.

They administered the school until 1951, when it was combined with other nearby schools to
form the new St. Gabriel 6s.

The success of the Brothers in runningtisehools was important for Quebec, which relied on
the religious orders to run most of its schoo
the early 288 century, the task of teaching future generations fell to men and women religious
becausepubi ¢ education had not yet become a gover

The Presentation Brothersn St . Gabr i édégando maketheisnamk Qanada k | y

RSdza hQbSAtf OQaRS|oN

.NRGKSNI ¢KI

14 *LeoPurcell/ I Y2y hQa S| Nlhttp//ivéwy.acfhacah.OréGagoh%200'%20Meara.htm



http://www.acracan.org/Canon%20O'%20Meara.htm

MONTREAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

In 1911 ,with both the

Brothers and th&lontreal

educational and ecclesial

authorities satisfied with the

situationat St . ,tMBabri el 0
new communitie®f Brothers

arrivedfrom the Emerald Isle

The firstgroupwasdestined

for Montreal Catholic High

Schoo] located on Durocher

Street With three of the four
Brothersé surnames
wi t h 0 Ooquickgyt udent s
dubbed it t*the A00 s
its first year, seventy boys

were on the register, but
within a year the population

woul d doubl e, and i
reputation of the Presentation Brotherseshers and their popularity attracted students from all
parts ofltwadingiallclocated in@ private house and Bmthers were again billeted

on the top floor. The Presentation Brothiétngshad the first notprivate Catholic high schoébr

English students in the city, or as one Brother nGtélle wer e t ICaholfcHighst t o pu
School education®on its corporate feet. o

The curriculum was based on
the old Irish Intermediate
system the Brothers would have
used at Preswation Collge
Cork and prepared students for|
entrance to McGill University.
In June, 1912, all students
passed their Matriculation
Examinations, and the following i
year one student was the first " /,'\ q

Catholic to ever win a
scholarshigio McGill!®

Sodality of Our Lady of the Presentation, 1940

¢KS a0GFTF AyOfdzRSR . NROUKSNE CARStA& hQ/2YyYy2Nl 6t NAyOA LM
and Hilary Kirby.

"PBCp. 3.

8 History, p. 3.

°PBCp. 3. 15



In 1921, a new modefouilding was

erected to house 385 pupils in eleven

rooms.The school quickly established an

excellent reputation. One education

i nspector in 1932 remar k
due consideration, no hesitation in

congratulating you orhe excellent work

beingdbbne i n ydYAmpromireth ool . 0
alumnus noted that Brother Boyder

instancewasfithe greatest teacher it was

ever my priVilege to mee

Aside from academics, the schadl

course emphasized religion. The annals in

1 9 3 2 Religioreandiseculaaducation

have been ha&ppeily bl ende
Sodality of Our Lady of the Presentation

was a centrepiece of faith lif€he school

alsohad an excellent reputation for sports

including hockeybasketballCanadian

football,and boxing

The Brothers remaed in the schoand

contributed to its successtil 1958 when
they transferred targer and more modeNerdun Catholic High SchooCatholic High School
closedand an important
and successful
Presentation enterprise
with it.

| Montreal City Senior Hockey Chaions, 1941.

! Clarence McCaffrey KLC, Catholic High School Montreal,
http://ww w.umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_pauls/ccha/Back%20Issues/CCHA1950/McCaffrey.pdf
12 |

Ibid., p. 11.



