


 

She trod the Temple steps, 

A child of tender years, 

To give to God on high, 

Her hopes, her joys, her tears. 

 

And angels hovering there 

Bore up to Heavenôs throne, 

An offering brighter far 

Than gold or precious stone. 

 

O Lady, to whose star 

We look unceasingly; 

Give us to share thy faith, 

Thy love, thy purity. 

 

(Br. Cormac OôCarroll, F.P.M.) 
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In the great Canadian novel, Fifth Business, Robertson Davies describes the life 

of Dunstan Ramsey, a soldier and teacher, who plays an integral role in shaping 

the lives of others without himself seeking glory or attention. The more research I 

conducted on the Presentation Brothers in Canada over the past century, the more 

I have become convinced that theirs is a similarly extraordinary story of ñfifth 

businessò characters in the development of the Church and Catholic education. In 

co-operation with clergy, school boards, the laity, other religious orders, and 

students, they have always laboured quietly, diligently, and humbly to form 

ñChrist in the youngò. They have shown Godôs presence among us for the past 

hundred years, and we rightly celebrate that achievement. This is not a new revelation for me, of course, 

as my time as both a student and colleague of the Brothers and my personal experiences in meeting so 

many around the world have always borne out.  

 

Like so many citizens of this country, the earliest Brothers were immigrants, mostly from Ireland. They 

came to a strange land for one reason ï their faith. They established schools to educate young people in 

their faith and to be model citizens, and fully involved themselves in the lives of their communities. They 

showed us, and still show us, that quality teaching is truly a vocation and not just a job. In working for 

social justice and with the poor and marginalized, the spirit of Blessed Edmund Rice shines through. This 

work continues today. The only difference now is the fewer number of Brothers; our world and our 

Church is impoverished for it.   

 

In writing a history and putting together reflections and stories from Brothers, co-workers, Associates, 

and past pupils, I am conscious that many institutions and people mentioned herein are given short shrift, 

or omitted altogether. The fault is mine alone. Each school ran by the Brothers deserves its own detailed 

history, each Brother his own biography, each mission its own elaborate coverage. Much of what you will 

read in this booklet comes from the ready availability of material already present in the Brothersô 

Archives in Mount St. Joseph in Cork, and from the personal memories of some of those Brothers still 

living who have worked in Canada.  

 

Michael Feeheley Da Costa, 

Editor 
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Presentation Brothers Generalate 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I am honoured to be invited to write this introduction to the Centenary Souvenir Booklet 

commemorating the ministry of the Presentation Brothers in Canada. 

 

We give thanks to God for the gospel witness and the good achieved by so many Brothers during the last 

hundred years.  The mission of the Brothers would not have been possible without the active support 

and collaboration of so many lay men and women ς teachers, parents and friends.  We wish to honour 

them also in this celebration. 
 

We express sorrow for our human failures or for the good we failed to do in responding to the call of the 

Spirit. 
 

Above all, this centenary celebration challenges us as a Catholic Christian people to look with hope to 

the future.  The arrival of the Presentation Brothers in Canada in 1910 was a prophetic response to an 

urgent need.  What prophetic response is called for today? I would like to highlight two areas: 

1) Our planet is in peril.  The environmental crisis is the ethical and religious challenge of our age.  
Within the context of our charism, how can we respond? 

2) How can we present the person and message of Christ to young people today, in a way that 
captures their imagination and challenges their generosity?  This calls for a new creativity on our 
part. 

 

The Presentation spirit continues today through the BrothersΩ Community in Toronto ς Br. Ivan, Br. 

Philip, and Br. Henry who continues to minister in Brebeuf.  The Presentation spirit is indeed alive and 

vibrant in the school community of Brebeuf College.  Canadian Brothers working outside of Canada 

include Br. Denis Claivaz in advocacy ministry with Edmund Rice International at the U.N. in Geneva and 

Br. Kevin Mascarenhas in Waterford, Ireland.  Br. Kevin runs an Immigrant Support Centre for the large 

ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ wƛŎŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƛǘȅΦ  IŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ Ŧƛƴŀƭ vows as a Presentation Brother.  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ Ψ{ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀ bŜǿ {ƻƴƎΩΦ   L 

invite young men in Canada and especially students of Brebeuf to consider the wonderful challenge of 

being a Brother amonƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлммΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ .ǊŜōŜǳŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ DƘŀƴŀ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

country.  You can be assured of a warm welcome from the Presentation Brothers and the Ghanaian 

people.  I hope it will be a life-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ΨǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅΩΦ 
 

Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Anthony Azzopardi, Principal, and the staff of Brebeuf College who have 

led the way in facilitating and supporting this Centenary Celebration.  Our special thanks are also due to 

Mr. Michael Da Costa and the members of the Centenary Celebration Committee.  This souvenir booklet 

and all the events associated with the Centenary are due to their vision, commitment and dedication. 

May Our Lady of the Presentation guide you all and may Blessed Edmund Rice continue to inspire you in 

the years ahead. 

 

 

 

Br. Martin Kenneally F.P.M., Congregation Leader 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

          14th Sept. 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Friends in Canada,  

 

The Presentation Brothers transferred the responsibility for their eight schools in Ireland to the 

above named company in 2009. This is an all lay company with volunteer directors. Our main 

aim is to ensure the provision of education in the Presentation Ethos for the students of our 

schools. We believe our link to the Brothers and the Presentation Family to be of paramount 

importance. It is, therefore, with great joy and pride that we have learned of the centenary of the 

arrival of the Presentation Brothers in Canada. 

 

The Directors of the Presentation Brothers Schools Trust congratulate you and your committee 

on celebrating this wonderful occasion and pray that it will be a time of great blessings for the 

Brothers and all members of the Presentation Family in Canada. 

 

I am presently planning the establishment of some form of ñAssociation of Presentation Brothers 

Schoolsò and would hope to include Brebeuf College and all other schools with links to the 

Brothers.  This should ensure some form of common bond between the schools in Ireland, 

Ghana, Canada and West Indies. 

 

Wishing you every success with your celebrations. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Scanlan 
Paul Scanlan 

Chief Executive Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Directors: Jack OôSullivan (Chairman),  Denis Bohane,  Triona Brennan, Anthony Kenneally, Tim OôConnell,  Colm 

OôCorcora 

Secretary: Paul Scanlan 

Co. Reg. No.: 466013 ï a company limited by guarantee not having a share capital.  CHY 18608 

 

 



 
 

 



 

(1) Montreal, Quebec (1910) 

(2) Sherbrooke, Quebec (1911)  

(3) Cornwall, Ontario (1913)  

(4) Montebello, Quebec (1945)  

(5) Prince George, British Columbia (1968) 

(6) Toronto, Ontario (1984) 

        

  



 

1762 ï Edmund Rice is born into a prosperous farming family in 

Callan, County Kilkenny, Ireland. Penal laws restrict many rights 

for Catholics, including education. Edmund is educated illegally 

at a priest-run ñhedge schoolò. 

1779 ï Edmund begins an apprenticeship with his uncle, a 

wealthy merchant in Waterford. The business will be turned over 

to him by the time he is 24, and he becomes a multi-millionaire 

by todayôs standards.  

 

1787 ï Edmund marries Mary Elliott, who dies from the result of 

a horse-riding accident. Before passing away, she gives birth to a 

handicapped baby girl. Edmund begins devoting more of his time 

to practising his faith and helping the poor and marginalized. 

 

1802 ï After deciding not to enter a monastery, he instead opens 

a school in a stable for the poor boys of Waterford. Religious men soon join to assist him. They live and 

pray together and support each other. Construction of their first permanent school ï Mount Sion ï begins 

a year later. The school, which also feeds and clothes its pupils, slowly but surely improves their lives, 

and more schools are opened in surrounding parts of Ireland. 

 

1808 ï Edmund and eight of his followers take formal vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience to the 

bishop and adopt a Rule similar to the Presentation Sisters. Known as the ñGentlemen of the 

Presentationò, or Presentation Brothers, they become the first order of religious Brothers founded in the 

English-speaking world.    

 

1822 ï Most Brothers agree to become a pontifical congregation with Edmund Rice as the first Superior-

General. They are now known as the Christian Brothers. As Superior-General, Edmund can now move 

Brothers between dioceses without having to seek each bishopôs permission. Brother Austin Riordan and 

a few of the Cork Brothers, however,  decide to remain under the local bishop as Presentation Brothers. 

Thus, Edmund Rice is regarded as the Founder of both Congregations. 

 

1838 ï Edmund resigns as Superior-General of the Christian Brothers. 

 

1844 ï Edmund Rice dies in Waterford. 

 

1876 ï The first Presentation school outside of Ireland opens in England. 

 

1889 ï The Presentation Brothers decide to become a pontifical congregation under a Superior-General. 

Their headquarters and novitiate is at Mount St. Joseph in Cork.  

 

1910 ï The Presentation Brothers arrive in Montreal and immediately open schools to educate English-

speaking Catholics. From here, their story in Canada unfolds. 



 

By Michael Feeheley Da Costa 

 

He called to me and said, ñLook, the ones going to the land of the north brought my spirit to rest 

on the land of the north.ò (Zechariah 6: 8) 

 

It might be said that one hundred 

years is not a long period of time 

in the Catholic Church, whose 

inception dates back 2000 years. 

Yet for those of us in a country 

like Canada, whose European 

history is just four hundred years 

old, a centenary is an amazing 

milestone. And in the lifetime of 

the Congregation of the 

Presentation Brothers, the work in 

Canada has been an important 

mission for almost half of its 

history. Since 1910, Presentation 

Brothers have given dedicated, 

humble, and exemplary service to 

Catholic education and to the 

Church ñfrom sea to seaò. Leaving Ireland behind, or responding to the call of their native 

church, Brothers have worked to ñform Christ in the youngò from Montreal to Montebello, 

Toronto to Prince George. They have been teachers and chaplains, coaches and sacristans, 

friends and mentors, bursars and principals. It seems impossible to summarize properly a 

centenary of service and give due recognition to the many men whose tireless efforts succeeded 

in changing the lives in young people. In tracing their history in Canada to the present day, the 

charism and spirit of Edmund Rice shines through.  

 

The pioneer Presentation Brothers (with high collars) pictured with 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ bŜǿŦƻǳƴŘƭŀƴŘ in 1910 en route to 

Montreal.  

Montreal, 1910 



Any reading of the history of the Presentation Brothers shows that Superior Generals and their 

councils, or the ñRegimeò as they called, were incessantly bombarded with requests for teaching 

Brothers from various bishops in Ireland and the far-flung corners of the world. Two English-

speaking Montrealers from Quebec, Canada -- Canon William OôMeara and Alderman Dan 

Gallery -- had such hopes in mind in early 1910, and 

what better place to look than Ireland? It was 

important to secure good English-speaking teachers in 

Montreal at the time, since anglophone students who 

went to French schools could rarely compete for jobs 

with their francophone confreres upon graduation. 

Nor were the French-speaking teachers in English 

schools adept enough to impart a first class education 

in their second language. Religious Brothers and 

Sisters, with their vows of poverty, also kept the costs 

to a minimum for school commissions.  
 

How did these Canadians know to approach the 

Presentation Brothers, which even at the time was a small order? Some Brothers have 

conjectured that upon arriving by steamer in Liverpool and then on to Dun Laoghaire (Co. 

Dublin), a kind stranger must have directed them to nearby Glasthule, where the Brothers had a 

school and residence.
1
 Thenceforth, they were sent to Cork to meet with Brother Aloysius 

Rahilly and the Regime at Mount St. Joseph, and presented the ñurgent request of the English-

speaking people of Montrealò
2
. The General agreed to send Brothers Ignatius Connolly  and 

Stanislaus Kenneally to visit Montreal later that year and ascertain whether they should send 

Brothers and to negotiate any terms with the proper church and school commission authorities.  
 

Stepping off the boat in Montreal in 1910, in some ways the 

Brothers must have felt like they were still in Ireland, for the parish 

of St. Gabrielôs, where they were hosted by Canon OôMeara, was 

mostly peopled with anglophone Quebeckers of Irish stock. 

Canada, like Ireland, was still a part of the British Empire and 

shared similar political and cultural institutions. Like Cork, 

Montreal was a devoutly Catholic city, with churches and convents 

literally on every street corner. Hospitals and schools were almost 

entirely church-run, and baptismal certificates were the only birth 

certificates! Families were large with numerous children. Much on 

the other hand must have seemed strange. Montreal was then 

Canadaôs largest and richest city, with a majority French-speaking 

population descended from the days when Quebec was a French 

                                                           
1
 From an untitled anonymous history of the Canadian Province in the Mount St. Joseph Archives, henceforth 

called History. ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ 
and effort putting it together. It forms the basis for much of this article. p.1. 
2
 Irish Presentation Brothers (pamphlet), Canadian Province, c. 1916, p. 5.  

{ǘΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Mount St. Joseph, Cork, the Generalate 

(headquarters) of the Presentation Brothers. 



colony. Adding to the strangeness, no doubt, was hearing about sub-zero winters and hot, sticky 

summers, and seeing immigrants from many countries working hard for new lives in a new 

world. 
 

Despite any reservations, Brothers Ignatius and Kenneally were obviously impressed with the 

people they met and saw the need for Presentation education in Canada. Archbishop Bruchesi 

gave his permission and so the Presentation Brothers would become the first English-speaking 

order of Brothers in Montreal. In August, 1910 the first community of Presentation Brothers 

travelled from Cobh, County Cork by steamer, and the ship stopped en route in St. Johnôs, 

Newfoundland. While on that island, which had strong links to Edmund Riceôs Waterford, they 

were hosted by the Christian Brothers, a pillar of Catholic education. This event marks an early 

and rare connection between the two orders and an auspicious time for Edmund Riceôs heirs.  
 

THE PIONEERS ï ST. GABRIELôS PARISH  

& CANON OôMEARA SCHOOL  
 

The first ñpioneerò 

Brothers to be 

stationed in Canada 

were: Angelus 

Keane (Superior), 

Charles Ryan, 

Cassian Cagney, 

Chryostom 

OôKeeffe, Senan 

OôConnor, Irenaeus 

Ring, Alexis 

Moynihan, and 

Thaddeus OôNeill.
3
 

They were given 

charge of the Chauveau School, renamed St. Gabrielôs (and later renamed after the much-loved 

Canon OôMeara), located in St. Gabrielôs Parish on Laprairie Street in the Pt. St. Charles district.  
 

The Brothers wasted no time in transferring their Irish 

success in education to Canadian soil, and fortunately 

ñThis new foundation was a conspicuous success. All 

eyes were on it from its initiation; its efficiency, 

discipline, and methods of teaching won golden 

opinions from both priests and people.ò
4
 The Brothers 

lived on the third floor until a new residence was built.  

 

 

                                                           
3
 History, pp. 1-2. 

4
 Presentation Brothers in Canada: Edited extracts from the Annals of Mount St. Joseph and the Canadian Province 

from Archives, Profiles, Provincial Newsletters and other sources (hereafter PBC), p. 1. 

/ŀƴƻƴ hΩaŜŀǊŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ϧ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ όǊƛƎƘǘύ 

wŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 



One former Brother recalls:  

 

I taught in Canon OôMeara for the academic years 1949-50, and 1950-51.  My first year 

was with a Grade Five class, my second with a Grade 7.  It was an exciting time for me as 

a teacher, learning the trade (or profession), and being introduced to the then formidable 

task of preparing the 7
th
 graders for provincial examinations.  There was also a diocesan 

religion examination that the 7
th
 graders had to take.  The provincial examination was 

used as a screening device for entrance to High School and the studentsô performance 

was not taken lightly by either the staff or the Principal. ñ
5
 In the twenties, a Secondary 

class was added, but the Montreal Catholic School Commission eliminated this facility 

when the English section of the MCSC started to explode in the early fifties. 
5
 

 

They administered the school until 1951, when it was combined with other nearby schools to 

form the new St. Gabrielôs.  

 

The success of the Brothers in running their schools was important for Quebec, which relied on 

the religious orders to run most of its schools and keep costs down. As Eric Durocher notes, ñIn 

the early 20
th
 century, the task of teaching future generations fell to men and women religious 

because public education had not yet become a government priority as it did after the 1950s.ò  

 

The Presentation Brothers in St. Gabrielôs parish quickly began to make their mark in Canada. 

 

 

                                                           
5
 Leo Purcell,  /ŀƴƻƴ hΩaŜŀǊŀ .ƻȅǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ. http://www.acracan.org/Canon%20O'%20Meara.htm.  

.ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘŀŘŘŜǳǎ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ ό/ŀƴƻƴ OΩaŜŀǊŀύΦ 

http://www.acracan.org/Canon%20O'%20Meara.htm


MONTREAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL  
 

In 1911, with both the 

Brothers and the Montreal 

educational and ecclesial 

authorities satisfied with the 

situation at St. Gabrielôs, two 

new communities of Brothers 

arrived from the Emerald Isle. 

The first group was destined 

for Montreal Catholic High 

School, located on Durocher 

Street. With three of the four 

Brothersô surnames starting 

with ñOò, students quickly 

dubbed it the ñOò school!
6
 In 

its first year, seventy boys 

were on the register, but 

within a year the population 

would double, and ñthe high 

reputation of the Presentation Brothers as teachers and their popularity attracted students from all 

parts of the city.ò
7
 It was initially located in a private house and the Brothers were again billeted 

on the top floor. The Presentation Brothers thus had the first non-private Catholic high school for 

English students in the city, or as one Brother noted ñWe were the first to put Catholic High 

School education on its corporate feet.ò
8
  

 

The curriculum was based on 

the old Irish Intermediate 

system the Brothers would have 

used at Presentation College 

Cork and prepared students for 

entrance to McGill University. 

In June, 1912, all students 

passed their Matriculation 

Examinations, and the following 

year one student was the first 

Catholic to ever win a 

scholarship to McGill!
9
  

 

                                                           
6
 ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ CƛŘŜƭƛǎ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ όtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊύΣ /ƘǊȅǎƻǎǘƻƳ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜΣ /ȅǇǊƛŀƴ hΩ/ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΣ 

and Hilary Kirby. 
7
 PBC, p. 3. 

8
 History, p. 3. 

9
 PBC, p. 3. 

Catholic High School, Montreal 

Sodality of Our Lady of the Presentation, 1940. 



In 1921, a new modern building was 

erected to house 385 pupils in eleven 

rooms. The school quickly established an 

excellent reputation. One education 

inspector in 1932 remarked: ñI have, after 

due consideration, no hesitation in 

congratulating you on the excellent work 

being done in your school.ò 
10

 A prominent  

alumnus noted that Brother Boyce, for 

instance, was ñthe greatest teacher it was 

ever my privilege to meet.ò
11

 

 

Aside from academics, the school of 

course emphasized religion. The annals in 

1932 note ñReligion and secular education 

have been happily blendedò
12

. The 

Sodality of Our Lady of the Presentation 

was a centrepiece of faith life. The school 

also had an excellent reputation for sports, 

including hockey, basketball, Canadian 

football, and boxing.  

 

The Brothers remained in the school and 

contributed to its success until 1958 when 

they transferred to larger and more modern Verdun Catholic High School. Catholic High School 

closed and an important 

and successful 

Presentation enterprise 

with it. 

 

                                                           
10

 PBC, p. 11. 
11

 Clarence McCaffrey KLC, Catholic High School Montreal, 
http://ww w.umanitoba.ca/colleges/st_pauls/ccha/Back%20Issues/CCHA1950/McCaffrey.pdf. 
12

 Ibid., p. 11. 

Montreal City Senior Hockey Champions, 1941. 


