


 

She trod the Temple steps, 

A child of tender years, 

To give to God on high, 

Her hopes, her joys, her tears. 

 

And angels hovering there 

Bore up to Heavenôs throne, 

An offering brighter far 

Than gold or precious stone. 

 

O Lady, to whose star 

We look unceasingly; 

Give us to share thy faith, 

Thy love, thy purity. 

 

(Br. Cormac OôCarroll, F.P.M.) 
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In the great Canadian novel, Fifth Business, Robertson Davies describes the life 

of Dunstan Ramsey, a soldier and teacher, who plays an integral role in shaping 

the lives of others without himself seeking glory or attention. The more research I 

conducted on the Presentation Brothers in Canada over the past century, the more 

I have become convinced that theirs is a similarly extraordinary story of ñfifth 

businessò characters in the development of the Church and Catholic education. In 

co-operation with clergy, school boards, the laity, other religious orders, and 

students, they have always laboured quietly, diligently, and humbly to form 

ñChrist in the youngò. They have shown Godôs presence among us for the past 

hundred years, and we rightly celebrate that achievement. This is not a new revelation for me, of course, 

as my time as both a student and colleague of the Brothers and my personal experiences in meeting so 

many around the world have always borne out.  

 

Like so many citizens of this country, the earliest Brothers were immigrants, mostly from Ireland. They 

came to a strange land for one reason ï their faith. They established schools to educate young people in 

their faith and to be model citizens, and fully involved themselves in the lives of their communities. They 

showed us, and still show us, that quality teaching is truly a vocation and not just a job. In working for 

social justice and with the poor and marginalized, the spirit of Blessed Edmund Rice shines through. This 

work continues today. The only difference now is the fewer number of Brothers; our world and our 

Church is impoverished for it.   

 

In writing a history and putting together reflections and stories from Brothers, co-workers, Associates, 

and past pupils, I am conscious that many institutions and people mentioned herein are given short shrift, 

or omitted altogether. The fault is mine alone. Each school ran by the Brothers deserves its own detailed 

history, each Brother his own biography, each mission its own elaborate coverage. Much of what you will 

read in this booklet comes from the ready availability of material already present in the Brothersô 

Archives in Mount St. Joseph in Cork, and from the personal memories of some of those Brothers still 

living who have worked in Canada.  

 

Michael Feeheley Da Costa, 

Editor 
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Presentation Brothers Generalate 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

I am honoured to be invited to write this introduction to the Centenary Souvenir Booklet 

commemorating the ministry of the Presentation Brothers in Canada. 

 

We give thanks to God for the gospel witness and the good achieved by so many Brothers during the last 

hundred years.  The mission of the Brothers would not have been possible without the active support 

and collaboration of so many lay men and women ς teachers, parents and friends.  We wish to honour 

them also in this celebration. 
 

We express sorrow for our human failures or for the good we failed to do in responding to the call of the 

Spirit. 
 

Above all, this centenary celebration challenges us as a Catholic Christian people to look with hope to 

the future.  The arrival of the Presentation Brothers in Canada in 1910 was a prophetic response to an 

urgent need.  What prophetic response is called for today? I would like to highlight two areas: 

1) Our planet is in peril.  The environmental crisis is the ethical and religious challenge of our age.  
Within the context of our charism, how can we respond? 

2) How can we present the person and message of Christ to young people today, in a way that 
captures their imagination and challenges their generosity?  This calls for a new creativity on our 
part. 

 

The Presentation spirit continues today through the BrothersΩ Community in Toronto ς Br. Ivan, Br. 

Philip, and Br. Henry who continues to minister in Brebeuf.  The Presentation spirit is indeed alive and 

vibrant in the school community of Brebeuf College.  Canadian Brothers working outside of Canada 

include Br. Denis Claivaz in advocacy ministry with Edmund Rice International at the U.N. in Geneva and 

Br. Kevin Mascarenhas in Waterford, Ireland.  Br. Kevin runs an Immigrant Support Centre for the large 

ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ wƛŎŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƛǘȅΦ  IŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ Ŧƛƴŀƭ vows as a Presentation Brother.  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ Ψ{ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀ bŜǿ {ƻƴƎΩΦ   L 

invite young men in Canada and especially students of Brebeuf to consider the wonderful challenge of 

being a Brother amonƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  Lƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлммΣ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ .ǊŜōŜǳŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ DƘŀƴŀ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ 

country.  You can be assured of a warm welcome from the Presentation Brothers and the Ghanaian 

people.  I hope it will be a life-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ΨǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅΩΦ 
 

Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Anthony Azzopardi, Principal, and the staff of Brebeuf College who have 

led the way in facilitating and supporting this Centenary Celebration.  Our special thanks are also due to 

Mr. Michael Da Costa and the members of the Centenary Celebration Committee.  This souvenir booklet 

and all the events associated with the Centenary are due to their vision, commitment and dedication. 

May Our Lady of the Presentation guide you all and may Blessed Edmund Rice continue to inspire you in 

the years ahead. 

 

 

 

Br. Martin Kenneally F.P.M., Congregation Leader 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

          14th Sept. 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Friends in Canada,  

 

The Presentation Brothers transferred the responsibility for their eight schools in Ireland to the 

above named company in 2009. This is an all lay company with volunteer directors. Our main 

aim is to ensure the provision of education in the Presentation Ethos for the students of our 

schools. We believe our link to the Brothers and the Presentation Family to be of paramount 

importance. It is, therefore, with great joy and pride that we have learned of the centenary of the 

arrival of the Presentation Brothers in Canada. 

 

The Directors of the Presentation Brothers Schools Trust congratulate you and your committee 

on celebrating this wonderful occasion and pray that it will be a time of great blessings for the 

Brothers and all members of the Presentation Family in Canada. 

 

I am presently planning the establishment of some form of ñAssociation of Presentation Brothers 

Schoolsò and would hope to include Brebeuf College and all other schools with links to the 

Brothers.  This should ensure some form of common bond between the schools in Ireland, 

Ghana, Canada and West Indies. 

 

Wishing you every success with your celebrations. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Scanlan 
Paul Scanlan 

Chief Executive Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Directors: Jack OôSullivan (Chairman),  Denis Bohane,  Triona Brennan, Anthony Kenneally, Tim OôConnell,  Colm 

OôCorcora 

Secretary: Paul Scanlan 

Co. Reg. No.: 466013 ï a company limited by guarantee not having a share capital.  CHY 18608 

 

 



 
 

 



 

(1) Montreal, Quebec (1910) 

(2) Sherbrooke, Quebec (1911)  

(3) Cornwall, Ontario (1913)  

(4) Montebello, Quebec (1945)  

(5) Prince George, British Columbia (1968) 

(6) Toronto, Ontario (1984) 

        

  



 

1762 ï Edmund Rice is born into a prosperous farming family in 

Callan, County Kilkenny, Ireland. Penal laws restrict many rights 

for Catholics, including education. Edmund is educated illegally 

at a priest-run ñhedge schoolò. 

1779 ï Edmund begins an apprenticeship with his uncle, a 

wealthy merchant in Waterford. The business will be turned over 

to him by the time he is 24, and he becomes a multi-millionaire 

by todayôs standards.  

 

1787 ï Edmund marries Mary Elliott, who dies from the result of 

a horse-riding accident. Before passing away, she gives birth to a 

handicapped baby girl. Edmund begins devoting more of his time 

to practising his faith and helping the poor and marginalized. 

 

1802 ï After deciding not to enter a monastery, he instead opens 

a school in a stable for the poor boys of Waterford. Religious men soon join to assist him. They live and 

pray together and support each other. Construction of their first permanent school ï Mount Sion ï begins 

a year later. The school, which also feeds and clothes its pupils, slowly but surely improves their lives, 

and more schools are opened in surrounding parts of Ireland. 

 

1808 ï Edmund and eight of his followers take formal vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience to the 

bishop and adopt a Rule similar to the Presentation Sisters. Known as the ñGentlemen of the 

Presentationò, or Presentation Brothers, they become the first order of religious Brothers founded in the 

English-speaking world.    

 

1822 ï Most Brothers agree to become a pontifical congregation with Edmund Rice as the first Superior-

General. They are now known as the Christian Brothers. As Superior-General, Edmund can now move 

Brothers between dioceses without having to seek each bishopôs permission. Brother Austin Riordan and 

a few of the Cork Brothers, however,  decide to remain under the local bishop as Presentation Brothers. 

Thus, Edmund Rice is regarded as the Founder of both Congregations. 

 

1838 ï Edmund resigns as Superior-General of the Christian Brothers. 

 

1844 ï Edmund Rice dies in Waterford. 

 

1876 ï The first Presentation school outside of Ireland opens in England. 

 

1889 ï The Presentation Brothers decide to become a pontifical congregation under a Superior-General. 

Their headquarters and novitiate is at Mount St. Joseph in Cork.  

 

1910 ï The Presentation Brothers arrive in Montreal and immediately open schools to educate English-

speaking Catholics. From here, their story in Canada unfolds. 



 

By Michael Feeheley Da Costa 

 

He called to me and said, ñLook, the ones going to the land of the north brought my spirit to rest 

on the land of the north.ò (Zechariah 6: 8) 

 

It might be said that one hundred 

years is not a long period of time 

in the Catholic Church, whose 

inception dates back 2000 years. 

Yet for those of us in a country 

like Canada, whose European 

history is just four hundred years 

old, a centenary is an amazing 

milestone. And in the lifetime of 

the Congregation of the 

Presentation Brothers, the work in 

Canada has been an important 

mission for almost half of its 

history. Since 1910, Presentation 

Brothers have given dedicated, 

humble, and exemplary service to 

Catholic education and to the 

Church ñfrom sea to seaò. Leaving Ireland behind, or responding to the call of their native 

church, Brothers have worked to ñform Christ in the youngò from Montreal to Montebello, 

Toronto to Prince George. They have been teachers and chaplains, coaches and sacristans, 

friends and mentors, bursars and principals. It seems impossible to summarize properly a 

centenary of service and give due recognition to the many men whose tireless efforts succeeded 

in changing the lives in young people. In tracing their history in Canada to the present day, the 

charism and spirit of Edmund Rice shines through.  

 

The pioneer Presentation Brothers (with high collars) pictured with 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎΣ bŜǿŦƻǳƴŘƭŀƴŘ in 1910 en route to 

Montreal.  

Montreal, 1910 


